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liminary Eeport on the Geology of New Brunswick,' by H. Y. 
Hind, Esq., m.a., &c. &c. ' On the alleged Submarine Forests on 
the Shores of Liverpool Bay and the Eiver Mersey,' by J. Boult, 
Esq., F.K.i.B.A. ' Life in Java,' by W. B. D'Almeida, Esq., &c. All 
presented by their respective authors. Continuation of Periodicals, 
Journals, &o. &c. 

Accessions to the Map-Koom. — ^A Map of Buenos Ayres, on 4 
sheets, by Don Saturnino Salas ; presented by the author through 
Capt. Parish, k.n. A Map of Asia, on 4 sheets, by H. Kiepe:t. 
Map of the Arctic and Antarctic Eegions, by A. Petermann. Map 
of Marocco, showing the route of Gerhard Eohlfs. Admiralty 
Charts and Ordnance Surveys up to date. MS. Map, accompanied 
by astronomical observations, showing the route of Messrs. Chapman 
and Baines in South Africa, from Walvisch Bay to the Victoria Falls, 
from their joint observations ; drawn and presented by T. Baines, 
Esq., F.K.G.s. Also 9 photographic views, presented by the same. 

The following communications were read : — 

1. Visit to the Wafuthee Capital of Central Arabia. By Lieut-Colonel 
Lewis Pelly, Her Majesty's Political Eesident at Bushire, 
Persian Gulf. 
The author was led to undertake this remarkable journey to the 
chief seat of the jealous and bigoted Wahabee Mahommedans from 
having read in the published Proceedings of the Eoyal Geographical 
Society that the situation of these interior cities had never been 
fixed by direct observation. He was desirous, at the same time, of 
a personal interview with the Amir on matters connected with 
public duty. He started, therefore, with two oificers attached to 
liis establishment. Dr. Colvill and Lieut. Dawes, on the 18th of 
Febniary in the present year. He entered the country at the Port 
of Kowait, in the north-western corner of the Persian Gulf, and 
proceeded in a s.s.w. direction over the desolate unpeopled waste 
which separates the neighbourhood of Kowait and all other coast 
settlements from the well-peopled and cultivated highlands, or 
Nsjed, of Central Arabia. The party did not attempt to conceal 
their nationality, although they found it prudent to throw the abbah 
and chiffeah of the country over their own clothing, and thus avoid 
needless intrusion and collision. They travelled on camels, 
starting each morning a little before daybreak, and continuing the 
march until sunset : their astronomical observations for fixing 
positions were taken only at night, when the Arab attendants were 
asleep, and for this purpose they planted their tent with the entrance 
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open to the Nortlx star. Soon after leaving Kowait all traces of 
road cease, and the Wahabee territory commences — boundless, 
gently-undulating plains, which in this early spring-time were 
sprinkled with grass and flowers, just sufficient to give a slight 
glow of green. Snakes, lizards, and insects abounded, but no 
human habitation was seen until they reached Nejed Proper, and 
only a single tree and one group of wells. The physical character 
of the country was varied in the course of the march by a series of 
seven ridges of sand (sometimes divided into isolated hills) which 
lay parallel to each other and to the shore-line of the Persian Gulf, 
and which the party again crossed when returning eastwardly by 
another route to the Gulf. They extend over many degrees of 
latitude and are separated by narrow valleys ; but there is, 
independently of this, a gradual general rise of the country from 
the seaboard towards the north-west. After ten days' march across 
these sandy ridges and narrow vallej'S, the party came to the last 
hill, and saw before them a boundles.s plain, sprinkled here and 
there with brushwood, and called Ormah. Wells and running 
streams were here met with, but the latter soon terminate in the arid 
country to the east and west. The Ormah district is bounded on the 
west by a remarkable ridge, through a picturesque gap in which the 
road leads into Shaab, an upland plain a few miles in width. The Shaab 
plain, on the other hand, is bounded by the Aridh hills, which form 
the eastern block of the Nejed highlands ; and the Aridh range is 
succeeded on the north by the Towaij chain, the two being separated 
by the well-peopled plain of Mehmeel. The cultivated and 
populous district of Sedeyr is a strip of land lying immediately 
under the Towaij range. The party had now reached the peopled 
central land, and the first town they entered was Sidoos, a cheerful, 
neat-looking place, embosomed in date-groves, where they were 
well received and invited to turn Mussulmen. After examining 
here an ancient column erected anterior to the Mahommedan era, 
they turned eastward towards Eiadh, the Wahabee capital, arriving 
on the 5th of March, or fifteen days after their departure from 
Kowait. Colonel Pelly had the honour of three interviews with 
the Wahabee ruler, who is both the spiritual and temporal head of 
the Wahabee territories, and in all respects absolute throughout his 
dominions. The longitude of Eiadh, by the mean of five solar 
observations, was found to be 46° 41' 48", the latitude 24" 38' 34". 
The party returned to the shores of the Persian Gulf by way of 
El Ahsa district, a fertile oasis, from 20 to 30 miles in length 
by 12 in width, to Okair. Further details of the journey are 
reserved by Colonel Pelly until he has sent in his report to the 
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Indian Government, after wliicli they will be at the disposal of 
the Society. 

Colonel Pellt, by the desire of the President (who eulogised in warm 
terms the researches of the gallant officer), related some particulars of his 
sojourn in the capital of Nejed. They were aware, from Mr. Palgrave's 
excellent paper, how very strict — he might say intolerant — the people 
in the Wahabee capital are. He had not the opportunity of seeing much of 
the manners and customs of the natives generally, but he had the honour 
of three interviews with the chief, and found him one of the most remarkable 
chiefs he had ever met with in Asia — a man of exceeding dignity, self- 
confidence, and repose. He always spoke of himself in the plural number, 
and treated his visitor with the respect which was due to him. At the first 
interview he confined himself to mere questions of etiquette, and said to 
Colonel Pelly that it was a curious place for an English officer to come to ; that 
they were much cut off from external communication by the physical features 
of their country ; that they were enough for themselves, had no foreign rela- 
tions, and wished for none, especially with the English. In continuation, he 
8aid it might be considered extraordinary that a man of his calibre should be 
content to live in Riadh, and lead the dull life he did, but he said he felt him- 
self every inch a king, and did not wish for anything more than he possessed. 
He then explained that he belonged to the strictest sect of the Mahommedans, 
and that it was his sect wliich had retrieved the Mahommedan religion from 
falling away from its original purity. He said they had their political and 
religious differences, and added, that although in their political differences they 
were not accustomed to punish the peraons of opponents, in religious warfare 
they killed everybody. He then proposed to Colonel Pelly that he should 
become a Mussulman, and offered him every comfort that he could possibly 
desire in the Wahabee capital. He (Colonel Pelly) in rejily said he was 
exceedingly flattered by the offer, but he was a servant of the Government, 
which restricted him from many things that might otherwise be agreeable to 
him. At the second interview there was something in his manner which 
impressed Colonel Pelly with the idea that he was a Freemason. His manner 
tliat day was exceedingly friendly. He entirely set aside all the ceremonies of 
the previous day, and entered into a long conversation, which terminated most 
kindly. He invited the Colonel to visit any part of the country he liked, and 
also to see his stud, the most perfect breed of Arabian horses in the world. At 
that time the horses happened to be at a place about a day and a half journey 
off, but the Colonel had not time to visit them, or rather circumstances induced 
him to return to the Persian Gulf. Had it not been for the ill-disposed men 
who surround the chief, he should have been glad to have explored the whole of 
the country, and could have given a detailed statement of the latitudes and 
longitudes of every important point. His minister is not a pure Arab, but the 
son of a Georgian slave by a negro father, and he is a man worthy of such 
descent. In fact, he proved exceedingly unpleasant. He stole everything he 
could lay his hands on. The interpreter's buttons and neckcloth were the 
first things he coveted : but, not content with them, he stole the Colonel's 
cheroots, and smoked them in his presence, and that in a country where it is 
death to be caught .smoking tobacco. Yet in the presence of the chief this man 
sat with the stoicism of an old Greek. He never spoke, and if asked any 
question he called on the name of the Prophet and of God, and spoke in the 
most fanatical and solemn manner possible, declaring it was impossible to 
conduct the affairs of Nejed if anybody smoked, or if the Wahabee power was 
allowed to fall off in any degree. 

Mr. GiFFOKD Palgrave said it was more than a year since on a similar occa- 
sion he had been able to give a short account of a journey which partly coin- 
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cided with that just made by Colonel Pelly. On that occasion he had expressed 
his hope that at no distant period others, better qualified than himself for 
scientific and accurate investigations, would follow and comjilete what he had 
only been able to begin. Already part of his hope — indeed the most important 
part — had been verified. The position of the Wahabee capital, the special 
physical, and also, without doubt, the national and ethnological character of 
those provinces which constitute the centre of the Wahabee empire, had just 
been briefly described, and would afterwards be more fully laid before the 
British public. This is the most important point of Arabia, and precisely 
that to which our attention must be more especially drawn, and from such a 
beginning we may augur the most successful results at a future time. What 
Colonel Pelly had just said about the Court of Riadh is so exact a description 
both of the Court itself and of the persons who compose it, as to leave nothing 
except the certitude that whenever the influence of the prime minister and 
of a few other fanatics can be brought under, we shall be enabled to know 
further, and to deteimine more accurately, every detail that remains. In the 
mean time it might be remarked how true all that had been said by preceding 
travellers and historians for the last one hundred years has proved to be ; all 
that he had himself been able to remark — perhaps in rather a special manner, 
owing to a long and intimate residence there — with regard to the exceedingly 
fanatical and bigoted character of the Wahabees, the severity of the prohibition 
against the use of tobacco, and similar enactments ; and also with regard to 
the danger which actually threatens certain parts of the Arabian jjeninsula 
from these very Wahabees. What they had already heard may be taken as 
a sample. Probably before long others of the British service will follow in 
the same track, and complete the task of investigation. 



2. On Korea. By Captain Allen Young, f.e.g.s. 

This was a description of the almost unknown peninsula of 
Eastern Asia, lying between Northern China and Japan ; giving an 
account of its interior as derived from Chinese and Japanese writers, 
and a summary of the various futile attempts made by the com- 
manders of European expeditions to gain an entrance into the land 
for the purpose of investigation. Korea lies under the temperate 
latitudes of 33° to 43°, is thickly peopled with an industrious and 
civilized race, abounds in agricultural and mineral products, and 
w^ith manufactures, which promise all the requirements of lucrative 
exchange, and yet is so completely lost to the outer world that no 
foreign ship ever enters its ports, nor is any European voyager 
allowed to remain on its shores. The country forms the eastern 
shore of the Yellow Sea, the great highway to the rich treaty-ports 
of Northern China, yet its western coast, masked by innumerable 
and mostly inhabited islands, dangerous to navigation, has never 
yet been surveyed and laid down on otir charts. We hear of large 
cities, populous districts, and extensive rivers navigable for ships 
in the interior, and yet their true positions are all unknown to us. 
The physical features of the geography of Korea consist of a cor- 



